Buddy Walk 2009

It started out as just an idea - tossed around in my head for several years.  Last year I felt the time was right to verbalize the idea.  A few calls gathered some energetic individuals and the first Manitoba Buddy Walk (2008) became a reality.  It was an overwhelming feeling to have an idea and then experience over 400 people support it.

This year the event grew – not only in size by locations as well.  Brandon held their first walk, also on September 27/09.  It was a huge success with 185 walkers and over $11,500 raised for MDSS!
As for the Winnipeg Buddy Walk - what a party!  It was an amazing site as over 600 people gathered at the CMU campus on Sunday, September 27.  As the clouds moved in and some rain fell, we came together under the big tent to enjoy some fabulous entertainment.  Dave & Louie started the afternoon with many laughs.  Fred Penner had everyone clapping and singing along to his much-loved songs.  Then the dancing broke out as Cover Girl took the stage.  The Bounce-A-Roo was kept busy all afternoon, despite intermittent rain that fell.  Our Emcee, Jon Ljungberg, kept us informed throughout the event.  A highlight had to be watching the kids get up on stage with the entertainers!

Due to the unstable weather, a last minute decision was made to send everyone on the ‘short walk’ and spread the stations out over this shorter distance.  We love the location of our walk, however, the 3km walking path does not offer a “short cut out” due to the golf course, which can be problematic if bad weather hits. We would rather have everyone participate in a short walk, than have them not go out at all because of the weather.   However, this change unfortunately did cause some confusion.  The vast majority of people took the short walk and enjoyed the incentive stations.  Unfortunately, the few people that didn’t hear the announced change, took the long walk and were left wondering where all the people and stations were.  We apologize for this confusion and will take steps towards improvement next year. 

Together, these two social events attracted over 800 people, spread awareness to many more through advertising and pledge collections, provided an incredible entertainment package for all ages, and successfully raised over $47,000 from sponsorships & pledges!!!  The MDSS board will now be making some important, and potentially exciting decisions, on how these funds will be used to benefit Manitobans with Down syndrome.  Thank you for supporting these events through your participation and/or generous donation.
Thoughts have already turned towards Buddy Walk 2010 – Winnipeg!  There is room on the committee for some more dedicated volunteers.  Tasks have been divided into workable chunks to spread the duties amongst the committee members.  Many hands make lighter work for everyone.  Consider joining this fun bunch and help us plan the walk for next year.  Please call Pam at 487-2918 or email:  mdssevents@gmail.com
Pam Friesen

